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1 . EMBASSY LOOKS FORWARD TO VISIT OF SENATOR KENNEDY AND 
HIS PARTY, AND WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT 
IN THE NEXT DAY OR TWO WITH REGARD TO SENATOR'S ITINERARY, 
AND THE ARRANGEMENTS SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED PARA 5 REETEL. 

2. THERE IS A POSSIBILITY THAT WHEN SENATOR'S PARTY 
COMES TO SAUDI ARABIA, KING KHALID AND THE COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS WILL BE AT THE SAG'S SUMMER SEAT OF TAIF-A 
TOWN ABOUT 3500 FEET ABOVE SEA LEVEL, ABOUT 120 MILES 
TO THE NORTHEAST OF JIDDA. 

3. IT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE TO SCHEDULE SUBSTANTIVE 

OF BUSINESS CALLS ON A FRIDAY; SAUDI GOVERNMENT OFEICES, 

THE UNIVERSITY OE PETROLEUM AND MINERALS AND EVEN 
ARAMCO ARE NOT CLOSED SO MUCH AS HERMETICALLY SEALED. 

FOR THIS REASON, IE THE SENATOR COULD MOVE HIS PLANNED 
DEPARTURE EROM WASHINGTON BACK BY ONE DAY TO MONDAY, 
MAY 19, HE WOULD HAVE THE BETTER PART OF TWO WORKING 
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SENATOR CANNOT CHANGE HIS SCHEDULE, A EAIR NUMBER OF 
CALLS CAN BE ARRANGED ON SAUDI GOVERNMENT LEADERS 
THURSDAY, MAY 22-EVEN THOUGH THURSDAY IS NOT A FULL 
WORKING DAY IN SAUDI ARABIA. 

4. A TRIP TO THE DESERT COULD PERHAPS BE ARRANGED, 

BUT THE CUSTOM OF SAUDI PRINCES- CEDING TO MODERNITY- 
IS TO CAMP NOT IN TENTS, BUT IN AIR-CONDITIONED TRAILERS. 

A RECENT SCHOLARLY VISITOR TO SAUDI ARABIA FOUND IT ALMOST 
IMPOSSIBLE EVEN WITH SAG HELP TO MAKE A DESERT CAMPING TRIP 
IN THE TRADITIONAL ARAB FASHION. ON THE WHOLE, WE WOULD RECOMMEND 
AGAINST A DESERT CAMPING TRIP. THE EXPERIENCE IS TIRING, 

THE SENATOR AND HIS PARTY WILL HAVE CROSSED MANY TIME 
ZONES, AND MADE THREE OF FOUR AIRPORT TRANSITS IN A SPACE 
OF 24-36 HOURS BEFORE ARRIVING IN SAUDI ARABIA. THEY 
STILL WILL HAVE THREE MORE STOPS TO GO. THE INTENSE HEAT 
OF ARABIA EVEN AT THIS TIME OF YEAR (SHADE TEMPERATURES 
USUALLY REACH 120 AT NOON) SHOULD ALSO BE TAKEN INTO CON- 
SIDERATION. FINALLY, SINCE THIS IS THE SENATOR'S FIRST 
VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA, THE SAG WOULD CERTAINLY FEEL UNCOM- 
FORTABLE AT ENTERTAINING THE SENATOR IN A MANNER STRESSING 
THE TRADITIONAL, NON-MODERN COMPONENTS OF SAUDI ARABIAN 
LIFE. THEY HAVE TWICE RECENTLY DECLINED TRADITIONAL ENTER- 
TAINMENT FOR VISITING U.S. GROUPS, ONE OF THEM BEING THE 
NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE. 

5. THE EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT ON FRIDAY, MAY 23, THE 
SENATOR AND HIS PARTY MAKE A TRIP BY AIR TO ENCOMPASS POR- 
TIONS OF THE EMPTY QUARTER AS WELL AS SOME OF THE SPECTA- 
CULAR OIL FACILITIES IN THE EASTERN PROVINCE. 

THIS WOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY BRIEFINGS ON PETROLEUM AND 
ARAMCO'S OPERATIONS. 

6. WILL ADVISE SOONEST ON RESULTS OF OUR DISCUSSIONS 
WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY. 

7. DCM HUME HORAN WILL BE ESCORT OFFICER FOR SENATOR'S 
PARTY. 
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